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CONPIDENTIAL ROME 11024 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, CG, AO 

SUBJECT: ANGOLAN INVOLVEMENT IN SHABA II 

1. IN JUNE 13 DISCUSSION OP ZAIRE, MPA DIRECTOR POR APRICAN 
APFAIRS RACHELE RAISED QUESTION OP INVOLVEMENT OP ANGOLANS IN 
SHABA II. RACHELE SAID THAT ITALIAN READING OP ANGOLAN 

PRESS, AND COMPARISON OP COVERAGE OP SHABA I AND II, LED 
TO CONCLUSION THAT ANGOLA HAS MADE GREAT EPPORT TO PLAY DOWN 
SHABE II. WHILE LAST YEAR'S NEWSPAPERS CARRIED LENGTHY 
ARTICLES ON "HEROISM OP KATANGESE GREEDOM LIGHTERS", THIS 
YEAR COVERAGE HAS BEEN MINIMAL. 

2. RACHELE ADDED THAT ANGOLAN EMBASSY IN ROME HAS BEEN 
AT PAINS TO POINT OUT TO ITALIANS THAT ANGOLANS WERE NOT 
INVOLVED IN SHABA II. 

ANGOLANS TOLD MPA THAT THEY WERE 

SURPRISED BY INVASION ITSELP THAT THEY REFUSED APPEAL OP 
KATANGESE IN KOLWEZI TO SEND IN ANGOLAN OR CUBAN PILOTS TO 
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PLY OUT AIRPLANES POUND AT KOLWEZI AIRPORT WHEN THE KATANGESE 
CAPTURED IT, THAT ANGOLANS DO NOT CONSIDER KATANGESE TO BE 
TRUE SOCIALISTS NOR MEMBERS OF BONA FIDE NATIONAL 
LIBERATION MOVEMENT BUT RATHER RIGHT WING SECESSIONISTS 
WHO ARE TSHOMBE'S IDEOLOGICAL HEIRS, THAT THE REASON 
KATANGESE CAME INTO SHABA BY WAYS OP ZAMBIA WAS THAT ANGOLANS 
PREVENTED THEM FROM CROSSING ANGOLAN BORDER INTO ZAIRE, 
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THAT ANGOLAN GOVERNMENT OFFERED HELP TO ANY AFRICAN OR 
EUROPEAN REFUGEE EORCED TO FLEE FROM KATANGESE INTO 
ANGOLA, AND THAT ANGOLANS ARE KEEPING PRINCIPLE KATANGESE 
GENERAL UNDER CONTROL IN LUANDA. ANGOLANS ADDED THAT 
SOVIETS HAVE DONE A "SURVEY" OF NATIONAL LIBERATION 
SENTIMENT IN ZAIRE AND HAVE CONCLUDED THAT NO SUCH MOVEMENT 
REALLY EXISTS THERE ONLY TRIBAL SECESSIONIST GROUPS. 

ANGOLANS HAVE THEREFORE DECIDED THAT THEY WILL NOT SUPPORT 
KATANGESE WHO ARE CONSIDERED TOO UNSTABLE A ND THAT THEY 
WOULD RATHER TRY TO WORK OUT DIFFERENCES WITH WHOEVER IS IN 
CONTROL IN KINSHASA, EVEN MOBUTU. RACHELE ADDED THAT WHILE 
ITAALIANS DISCOUNT ANGOLAN PRESENTATION TO SOME EXTENT THEY 
DO GIVE IT CERTAIN DEGREE OF CREDENCE. HOLMES 
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